Welcome to
The Catholic Community of St. James

December 18, 2011 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
732-634-0500 | www.stjamesinfo.org

Celebrating over 150 years of Faith, Hope & Love

St. James Parish is a culturally diverse community of people united in

Jesus Christ by baptism and faithful to his gospel.

All are Welcome
Whatever your present status in the Catholic Church, whatever your current family or
marital situation, whatever your past or present religious affiliation, whatever your

personal history, age, background, race or color, whatever your self-esteem,
you are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and respected at
The Catholic Community of St. James.
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The Catholic Community of St. James
Corner of Main St. & Amboy Ave. (Route 35)

Parish Office: 148 Grenville Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
732-634-0500
FAX —732-602-1487

BISHOP
Most Reverend Paul Gregory Bootkoski, D.D.

PASTOR
Rev. Msgr. Charles W. Cicerale, Pastor (ext. 21)

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Rev. Peter Tran (ext. 19)

IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Sebastian D. Kaithackal (ext. 24)
Rev. Mr. James De Fillipps (ext 22)

DEACONS
Deacon Carl E. Psota (ext. 15)
Deacon Bill Lange (ext. 51)
Deacon Michael Choi (ext. 55)
Deacon John DiJoseph (ext. 56)

PASTORAL ASSISTANT
S. Marie Pierson, RSM (ext. 14)

SACRED MUSIC & LITURGY (732-431-1709)
Christopher McGrath, Director

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
Camilla Lauricella (ext. 11)

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY (732-636-6343)
Peggy Catalano, RN

ST. JAMES SCHOOL (732-634-2090)
Mary Erath, Principal
Nikki Zsamba (ext. 30)
Brenda Stone (ext. 31)

FOOD PANTRY (732-636-4310)

SCHOOL OF RELIGION (732-634-3026)
Liz Lutomski, Director (ext. 35)
Linda Donnelly, Secretary (ext. 33)
Denise Mudrak, Secretary (ext. 34)

CHILD CARE CENTER (732-634-2077)
Carol Ann Feher, Administrator (ext. 26)

BUSINESS OFFICE & CEMETERY
Kathy Bousquet, Secretary (ext. 18)
Doreen Sloan, Receptionist (ext. 32)
Debi Strish, Secretary (ext. 13)
Stella Szwast, Secretary (ext. 16)
Maria Vizzotti, Secretary (ext. 25)

McCORRISTIN HALL (732-636-9598)
CONVENT

732-634-0176
S. Annette Duignan (in residence)

OFFICE HOURS
{closed for lunch 1:00PM-2:00PM}
Monday - Thursday: 8:00AM to 4:30PM
Friday 8:00AM to 3:30PM

MASS SCHEDULE
DETIY
Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri 7:00AM and 12:10pPm

Wed 12:10PM and 7:00PM

Sat 9:00Am

Weekend

Sat Vigil 5:30Pm
Sun 7:30AM, 10:00AM, 12:00PM & 5:30PM

Viethamese Mass 3:00PMm

CONFESSIONS

Saturday: 11:00aM to 12:15PM. Other times by appointment

MARRIAGES

year in adva )
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MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND AND ANOINTING

OF THE SICK ~ Our parish has a ministry to those who
are homebound and their caretakers. If you know of a
person who is homebound and would like to receive
communion at home please call Peggy Catalano at 732-
636-6343.

Anointing of the infirmed is an opportunity to pray for
healing. If you are going for surgery or a test ask the
priest after Mass or call for a home visit.

BAPTISMS ~ Baptisms are celebrated on the First, Third and
Fourth Sundays of the month at 1:15PM. There is a
limit of four children per baptism. Family and
guests are invited to attend the 12:00Pm Mass in
preparation for the sacrament. Parents are
required to attend a Pre-Baptism session to help

them grow in their understanding of the sacrament. Parents

are encouraged to attend the Pre-Baptism session during
pregnancy. Godparents are also welcome to attend. If you
wish to have your child baptized during the Sunday 12 noon

Mass, please contact Stella at the parish office ext 16.

REGISTRATION ~ We receive many requests for
testimonial letters, sponsorship forms for the Sacraments,
letters of recommendation or character references. In
order to accommodate you, please register at the Parish
Office when you locate to this area. For those who have
reached the age of 22 and work full time, please register.
You may pick up a Registration Package in the Sacristy
after Mass or at the Parish Office or call ext. 32 and we
will mail a package to you.

R.C.LLA. ~ The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is
the process by which we prepare non-Catholics who are
interested in becoming members of the Roman Catholic

Church, and Catholics who wish to complete their
initiation sacraments. For information call S. Marie
Pierson, ext. 14 at the parish office.
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SAINT JAMES PARISH

MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, December 19th
Late Advent Weekday
7:00aAM  Kathleen McMillan
12:10pm  Jack Poulakowski
READINGS: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a Lk 1:5-25

Tuesday, December 20th

Late Advent Weekday
7:00aM  Alfred Jankowski
12:10PM Lillian Bisler

READINGS: Is 7:10-14 Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday, December 21st

Late Advent Weekday

Saint Peter Canisius, priest and
doctor of the Church

12:10pM  Monsignor Brembos
7:00pM  Healing Mass

READINGS: Sg 2:8-14

Thursday, December 22nd

Late Advent Weekday
7:00AM Atitilio and Maria Rotili
12:10PM Paul Miller

READINGS: 1 Sm 1:24:28I Lk 1:46-56

Friday, December 23rd

Late Advent Weekday
7.00aM  Special Intentions
7:45AM  School Mass

12:10pM  Louis Rotondo.

READINGS: Mai 3:1-4,23-24 Lk 1:57-66

Saturday, December 24th
Late Advent Weekday

9:00AM Alice Pierson

READINGS: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a,16 Lk 1:67-79
4:00pM  Family Mass

Sunday, December 25th
The Nativity of the Lord

7:30aM  Spiritual Bouquet
10:00aM  Spiritual Bouquet
12:00pPm  Spiritual Bouquet
3:00pPm  Vietnamese Mass

READINGS: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14 Lk 2:1-14
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SAINT JAMES PARISH

Dear Parishioners;
Already the Fourth Sunday of Advent
and in St. Luke’s Gospel we hear:

“Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according
to your word.”
How hard it is for us to be willing to put our life into
God’s hands, “according to God’s word.” But our Blessed
Mother Mary did it, by the grace of God.

Here is a short reflection from Rev. Killian McDowell
0.S.B. from a sermon at St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville,
Minn., Jan. 1, 2005:

The Call

Two things seem clear when God chooses someone
for a really important role. God usually chooses
someone weak and insignificant, and God chooses that
person to die.

As a young girl Mary would not have been taught to
read, young boys, yes, but not young girls. Ancient
peasant cultures counted females, including wives,
among a man’s possessions, along with slaves, oxen and
donkeys. The selection of Mary’s husband would be
entirely her parents affair. She could not refuse their
choice. As a female Mary would be allowed to enter the
synagogue, but had to remain in the back or in the
balcony behind a grill. If perchance she did learn to read,
she was not allowed to read the Torah in the synagogue
service. But God chooses the weak and insignificant to
do God’s great work.

Mary was also chosen to die. There are many ways
of dying. Mary did her dying in shame and pain, as a
refugee. God called Mary to the shame of becoming an
unwed mother...all of this asked of a girl of twelve or
thirteen. And her deaths were just beginning. As a
widow she would watch her son die the painful death
reserved for the scum of society.

Mary had no role in Jesus’ public life. Hers was a
hidden life. But Mary, as God’s secret, became one of
the most influential, celebrated women in history. This
secret, weak, unlettered Mother of God, who is our
mother, is the wisdom of God, the power of God.

God’s call to Mary mirrors God’s call to each one of us.
In baptism, God calls us, despite our own insignificance,
weaknesses and inadequacies, to “give birth” to God’s
compassion in our own Nazareth’s and Bethlehem’s. In
that call, God calls us to “die” to our own doubts, fears,
comfort and safety in order to embrace and be embraced
by the new life of his Son’s resurrection both in this life
and in the next. If Mary, the young, unmarried pregnant
teenager, can believe the incredible event that she is
about to be a part of, if she can trust herself and believe
in her role in the great story, then the most ordinary of us
can believe in our parts, as well.

Blessings and Grace,

Rev Msgr. Charles Cicerale

Pastor

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
DECEMBER 24TH AND DECEMBER 25TH

Mass EUCHARISTIC MIN- | LECTOR | SACRISTAN ALTAR

TIMES ISTER SERVERS
SATUR- VOLUNTEER
DAY TO SERVE
5:30Pm
SUNDAY SIGN UP
7:30Am SHEETS IN

SACRISTY

10:00AM
12:00PM
5:30Pm

DECEMBER EUCHARISTIC ADORERS

21TH
12:30—1:30PM K. DOWLING OPENING
1:30—2:30PM A. DEROSA H. GOCELJAK
2:30—3:30PM L. DONNELLY S. YORRO
3:30—4:30PM J. BABICZ R. SCHAEFER
4:30—5:30PM B. BAJEK R. SCHAEFER
5:30—6:30PM M. CENA E. AUSTERO
SUB M. RUCANDO
Daily Meditation:

“Behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called
Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the
throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the
house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Luke 1
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Parish Calendar of Events

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 2012

e Sunday, January 1, 2012 -
Solemnity of Blessed Virgin Mary
Mother of God

e Thursday, May 17, 2012 - Ascension of the Lord
e \Wednesday, August 15, 2012 - Assumption of Mary

e Thursday, November 1, 2012 - All Saints

Mass Schedule

7:00 & 8:45AM, 12:10 & 7:00PM

Upcoming Events

Miraculous Medal Novena
Every Tuesday following the 12:10PM Mass.

Baptism Class
January 11, 2011

For all parents of children who are to be baptized will
meet in the School Library at 7:30PM
Parents must register for the class.
To register or for more information, please call the
Parish office 732-634-0500 x 16

A voice cries out:

In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs
our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the
end of time and also to the anniversary of the Lord’s
birth on Christmas. We will have many opportunities to
join together as a community of faith to prepare for the
coming of our Lord and Savior.

Our Advent activities will include:

Tuesday December 20" — Penance Service at 7:00PM.
The last opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament before
Christmas. There will be several visiting priests
for your assistance.

Wednesday December 21%' — Mass of Healing at 7:00PM.
This is an opportunity to pray for healing in mind and body
during this Holy Season.

Come join with our brothers and sisters as we
prayerfully prepare the way of the
Lord this Advent season!

Bereavement Support Group
Next meeting will be Monday, December 19th.
Emmaus House at 7:30PM

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS

To donate a liturgical memorial in memory or honor of a
loved one, the suggested donation for altar bread,
altar wine or sanctuary candle is $25.00 each.

THE PURGATORIAL SOCIETY

The first Saturday 9Am Mass is celebrated in
remembrance of those enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society. The stipend is $25.00 to enroll your loved

one for one year. Please call Stella at
732-634-0500 x16 for more information.
If you have a particular mass offered for a loved one and
would like to offer the gifts at that mass, please tell one of
the ushers so that he can show you where to sit.
We have a place reserved for you.

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY

The first Sunday of each month is
“Food Pantry Sunday.”
Our needs include: Pancake Mix & Syrup,
Canned Meat, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, baked
beans, boxed potatoes, canned meats,
canned raviolis and meatballs and pasta and
spaghetti O’s,
and coffee, tea and cereal.

Donations are accepted at Church on Sundays
or at Emmaus House,
174 Grove Street

Food may be dropped off on Tuesday, Wednesday or
Thursday 9-11AM or Thursday evening 7-8:30PM.
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SAINT JAMES PARISH

PASTORAL COUNCIL CORNER

In the past couple of months you have heard from the
Pastoral Council’s Formation and Membership
committees. Today | would like to introduce you to the
Planning Committee. The committee is made up of five
members, they are: Dolores Gioffre, Pat Purcell,
Greg Lehman, Victoria de Guzman,
and Issam Abdallah.

The Committee is tasked with developing a short
term (1 year) and long term (3 years) strategic plan for
both the council and the parish in the areas of
Spirituality (Develop a continuum program to deepen
our faith spirituality), Social (To foster and expand
social interaction of the parish community), and
Leadership (Identify, recruit, and mentor church
members for leadership positions).

Currently, we are working on developing and
establishing Commissions under which all our existing
and new ministries can be mapped. The main purpose
of each of the commissions is to strengthen each of its

ministries and foster a sense of belonging. These
commissions will act as a vehicle through which our
strategic plan is to be carried out.

We will be introducing these commissions to you in the
next few months. If you have any questions or ideas
that can make St. James the place you want to be,
please feel free to email it to
SJPCwoodbridge@gmail.com or
contact any of the pastoral members.

Issam Abdallah
Membership Committee Chairperson

WEEKLY SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS

Collection Total for December 11th  $16,006.00

Electronic Giving: 12/5 ~ 12/9 $ 992.00

Total $ 16,998.00
Retirement Fund for Religious $ 3,412.00
Immaculate Conception 2,724.00

Our adjusted 2011-2012 weekly budget
requires a collection total of $18,500.00

We sincerely thank all who regularly and
generously give of their treasure, as well as those
who give of their time and talent, to support the work
and ministry of our parish in the Holy Name of Jesus.

Thank You from Msgr. Behl

Msgr. Behl is grateful to the parishioners of
St. James for your kindness on
World Mission Sunday.
St. James Church’s offering of $3,178.00
will be used to help the church’s missionaries.

Catholic Book Study
New books for 2012.
The group will meet on January 24th and
February 14th to discuss:

Testimony of Hope
By: Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan
Pauline Books $15.95 paper
ISBN 0-8198-7407-8
We will meet again in April 10th and April 24th
to dive into:
He Leadeth Me: An Extraordinary Testimony of Faith
By: Walter J. Ciszek, S.J. 1973 Image Books $4.50
ISBN; 0-385-02805-9
Both of these books are testimonies of faith as both
of these priests authors spent many years in prisons in
defense of their faith, just because they were Catholics.

This group is facilitated by Msgr. Charlie and we
Begin at 7:30PM in the Rectory.(145 Grove St)

All are Welcome!

Shawl Ministry

January 6th
10:00AM at Convent
Our members are always ready to
welcome anyone who is interested.
Donations of wool or money to buy
wool is always accepted.

Thank you to all family, friends and parishioners who
supported the Music Ministry and attended our Christmas
Concert on Friday, December 9th. The Parish Choir and
Bell Choir spent countless hours of rehearsing to make
the concert a success. Thank you to Deacon James for
proclaiming the readings throughout the program.
Also to Marie Vizzotti for reciting the “Mary of Christmas”
poem. Finally, hope all enjoyed the delicious desserts
and treats provided by the choir immediately following
the concert. As we hoped you enjoyed the performance
won’t you consider joining us? The Choir welcomes
all new members. We rehearse on Thursday nights and
sing at the 10:00AM Sunday Mass.

For further information call Mr. Christopher McGrath at
732-431-1709 or e-mail_camgrath@aol.com
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Religious Education News

Sunday, December 18th Children of Promise
9:00AM ~ 11:15AM

School Library

RCIA for Children
9:45AM ~ 12:45PM
Emmaus House

Monday, December 19th  First grade play practice
3:15PM ~ 4:00PM
Gym

Thursday, December 22nd No Religious Education

Christmas wafers will be on sale December
17th and 18th, after the Saturday
5:30PM Mass, Sunday 10:00 and 12:00 masses only.
They are also available in the
Religious Ed, and parish office.

There will be no Religious Ed classes on December
22nd, 26th and 29th.

Religious Ed classes resume after the holidays on
Monday, January 2, 2012.

ST. JAMES
School News
December 2011

Monday, December 19th  Advent Wreath Prayers
Tuesday, December 20th  Dress Down Day
Friday, December 23rd Mass
8:45 Am
12:00PM Dismissal
No Extended Day

St. James Parish Calender

December
Tuesday, December 20th  Market Day Pick Up
6:00PM~7:00PM
Cafeteria
Penance Service
7:00PM ~ 9:00PM

Wednesday, December 21 Eucharistic Adoration
1:00PM ~ 6:30PM
Church

Thursday, December 22nd Bell and Parish Choir
Practice
6:30pm ~ 9:00pm
Church
Just Faith
7:00PM ~ 9:00PM
Emmaus House

St. James Child Care

Children 18 months to 5 years,
experience age appropriate learning and enrichment for
their continued
development. This is a 12 month open
enrollment program
For more information or an
appointment, please call

732-634-2077 ext 28 or 26.

Carol Ann Feher, Administrator

Stewardship Corner
A simple and convenient
way to give

Stewardship -,
/'{ QLAY 'ﬁl’[/{/

[

Please consider signing up for electronic giving.
St. James relies on the financial support of the
congregation and electronic giving offers an easy way
to give on a recurring basis. To give electronically,
visit www.stjamesinfo.org and locate the
link to the electronic giving page,
or contact our
Business Administrator,
Camilla Lauricella at ext 11.

Charitable Contributions
Tax letters are not automatically mailed. Please
contact the Parish Office and speak to Doreen at ext
32 to request your record of 2011 contributions to
St. James. Contributions will be posted by
January 31, 2012.
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Save the Date
Saint James Parishioners
February 12, 2012

A special Mass and celebration for our Pastor!

The Catholic Community of St. James
invites all to attend the Noon Mass as
well as the reception to follow in McCorristin Hall in
celebration of His Holiness,
Pope Benedict XVI bestowing pontifical honors
upon Fr. Charlie with the title
of Reverend Monsignor.

Further details will be announced shortly.

Dear Parishioners of
St. James,

Our parish cemetery has
served the St. James Catholic
Community since the late
1800’s. In anticipation of the
| future needs of parishioners

and their families, which is a
part of the reality of death, we are developing a section in
our cemetery named in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Currently, we have 100 single graves for two interments
with pre-poured monument foundations.

Monument regulations are applicable for this section.
Multiple grave and cremains plots are also available.

Please contact Camilla Lauricella at 732-634-0500 x11
for more information or to schedule an appointment.

St. James Parish Community Wishes to
Welcome, with Great Joy,
Our newly Baptized..

Allesandra Lucia Armenti,
Child of Melissa Londell and Luciano Armenti
Angelo Dante Armenti,
Child of Melissa Londell and Luciano Armenti
Lorenzo Anthony Armenti,
Child of Melissa Londell and Luciano Armenti
Gavin Edward Urena,
Child of Dawn Weistrich and Edwin Urena
Bret Thomas Showalter,
Child of Jill Mross and Keith Showalter
Hana Nguyen,
Child of Ngoc Dinh and Trung Nguyen
Jaden Trieu Vo,
Child of Christy Vo and Trieu Vo
Saxon Frank Conches,
Child of Bernadette Garcia and Frank Conches
Searle Canci Conches,
Child of Bernadette Garcia and Frank Conches
Karin Bella Jimenez,
Child of Gail Kobstad and Elvin Jimenez
Kevin James Hall,
Child of Karen Matiskella and Karl Hall
Addyson Jordan Matos,
Child of Gillian Gemming and Santos Matos
Ashley Rose Michael,
Child of Sindu Joseph and Job Michael
Jayden Brian Hitchcock,
Child of Jessica DiSilvestro and Brian Hitchcock
Reina Marie Figueroa,
Child of llduara Delasala and Pedro Figueroa
Alexio Winsler Martinez,
Child of Stephanie DiGiovanni and Winster Martinez
Gabrielle Tonelli,
Child of Jennifer Occhipinti and James Tonelli
Matthew Bruno Tonelli,
Child of Jennifer Occhipinti and James Tonelli
Michael Anthony Wisniewski,
Child of Jaimie Dowling and Michael Wisniewski
Joseph Pham,
Child of Lien Ho and David Pham
Jayden Pham,
Child of Lien Ho and David Pham
Isabella Zoe Retana,
Child of Jacqueline Chao and Mauricio Retana
Aksel John Albrecht,
Child of Danielle Brunelli and Marko Albrecht
Ariella Rose Albrecht,
Child of Danielle Brunelli and Marko Albrecht
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2011 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
In Faith, With Hope

As Christmas nears, you are asked to make a special
effort to remember the 2011 Bishop’s Annual Appeal.
It is a gift, given in faith, that provides enduring hope for
thousands of people throughout the
Diocese of Metuchen.
Please consider making a gift today.

To date, the Development Department has received
pledges totaling $43,934.00 and payments totaling
$34,814.75 from 320 parishioners.

This represents 59.8% of your $73,500.00 goal.

CAN YOU SAVE YOUR MARRIAGE?
Retrouvaille
A lifeline for troubled marriages

If your marriage has become unloving and uncaring, or
if your relationship has grown cold and distant, if you are
thinking of separation or divorce, or if you are already
separated or divorced, but (both of you) wish to try again
then the RETROUVAILLE program may help you.

RETROUVAILLE
(Rediscovery) sponsored by the Family Life Office
Diocese of Metuchen consists of a weekend experience
for couples (no group discussions) with
six follow-up sessions.

The next program begins the weekend of February
10-12, 2012. All inquiries are confidential. For further
information please call the Family Life Office (days)
(732) 562-1990 Ext.1624 or Tom & Pat McTague
(732) 583-4468.1

Knights of Columbus #857
130 Main Street, Woodbridge, NJ
732-634-9783
www.KofC857.org

New Years Eve Social
Join us as we ring in 2012
Saturday, December 31, 2011
Doors Open at 9:00PM
No Charge / CASH Bar
Light Food Served and Kids Welcome (with parents)
All Tickets Sold at Door

R.T.L. "Dinner and Movie" Fundraiser
Saturday, January 21, 2012
Movie: "Standing Firm"
Doors Open at 5:30PM.
Movie Begins at 6:30PM
Suggested Donation
$15/person (Dinner), $10/person (Movie Only)
No Reservation Required

Fat Saturday Celebration
Join us for our New Orleans Style Mardi Gras
Saturday, February 18, 2012
Doors Open at 5pm, Dinner Served at 6PM
$10/person - CASH Bar
Dinner Social / Drink Specials
No Reservations Required

Ash Wednesday Fish Dinner
Our Annual Fish Dinner Returns on
Wednesday, February 22, 2012
Dinner Served from 4:30-7:00PM
$11/adults, $9/seniors (55 & older), $6 Kids (12 & under)
Dine-In or Take-out - No Reservations Required

Community House at St. Thomas
Old Bridge, NJ

This residence offers affordable housing for
individuals with physical disabilities who are mentally
competent, self-directed and would like to live in a
pleasant, safe, supportive atmosphere offering on-
site case management. Applications are currently
being accepted for residency. If you would like more
information, you can visit our website at
www.communityhouse-saintthomas.org or
call Susan Kuzma at 732-251-0022.
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